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REQUESTS FOR SPECIMENS AND INFORMATION K. John Grearson 
10 Eastfield, Ashton Keynes, Swindon, Wiltshire SN6 6PR  E-mail: Grearsonkj@waitrose.com 

 
In a recent e-mail, Veli Vikberg mentioned that one of his current projects is the study of the sawfly 
fauna associated with Salix cinerea oleifolia  (syn. S. cinerea atrocinerea). Veli would like to 
receive specimens for rearing of any pea-shaped Eupontania galls on the underside of leaves. 
Also, he and his friend Alexey Zinovjev would like to see any of the spindle-shaped galls made on 
this plant by the Euura atra group. At this time (late March) these Euura galls should contain 
prepupae which are required for rearing. This plant is likely to produce many other species of 
sawflies which should make any searches more rewarding. I will pass on any findings to Veli. 
 
Another plant mentioned by Veli was Dasiphora fruticosa (syn. Potentilla fruticosa L, 
Pentaphylloides fruticosa (L.)), Shrubby Cinquefoil. This plant supports the sawfly Pristicampus 
arcticus, which, in Britain, is known only from high mountains in Scotland. In Finland this sawfly is 
found everywhere the plant is cultivated, even on lower ground. The sawfly is found in S. Finland in 

It has been a while (this is the first newsletter since December 2007) but I am pleased to finally have Newsletter 4 finished. The 
delay is largely down to me waiting for enough articles to make the newsletter as full, diverse and interesting as possible. I hope you 
will think that we have achieved this but I do apologise to those of you who sent in notes a very long time ago. In future I will 
probably send out slightly slimmer editions, at least where this will ensure we have one every year. 
 
I do feel that this one will have been worth waiting for and would like to thank everyone who has contributed to what is probably the 
best edition so far. The number of notes on new species to countries and regions is exciting and I am pleased that there is a bit of a 
Scottish theme throughout. Providing a place to circulate requests for information and material was one of the main initial aims of the 
newsletter and I hope to see more of these, and relevant responses to them, in the future. In particular, I anticipate an exciting 
follow-up to Andrew Liston’s note on Amauronematus abnormis in the next edition. The notes on teratological specimens and rarely 
recorded males are intended to encourage others to send in similar observations which might often otherwise go unrecorded. 
 
There has been good progress with the recording scheme over the past year and I am extremely grateful to Dr Helen Roy and staff 
at the Biological Records Centre for their ongoing work in digitising the paper records. Thank you to everyone who has responded to 
my earlier requests for data on Welsh sawflies and Allantus records. It has been very satisfying to feed the preliminary Welsh list into 
Liston and Sheppard’s new Checklist of British and Irish Hymenoptera Symphyta and to finally see a list that comes much closer to 
truly reflecting the Welsh fauna. I am still working on this project which I hope will soon result in a Countryside Council for Wales 
report. I had hoped that we could put some Allantus maps in this edition but, although the database is progressing well with 
submitted records and data from several major museum collections, I think this would still be a little premature. As ever, please 
continue to send me your records and notes for the newsletter. 
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May with larvae in June. Veli is suggesting that the sawfly may occur in Britain where the plant is 
grown in cultivation at lower altitudes. 
 

I would like to add a request of 
my own for specimens. In order 
to complete my studies of the 
Pristiphora melanocarpa group I 
need to see dead adults or live 
larvae of any Pristiphora found 
on either Salix, Betula, 
Crataegus or Tilia. My plan is to 
revise the part of Benson’s 1958 
key related to this group. With 
the help of Andrew Liston and 
Veli Vikberg this work is 
progressing nicely but I still 
need to examine females of P. 
confusa and coniceps, both 
species associated with Salix.  
In Northern Europe there are 
three species on Betula 
(currently only two in known in 
Britain) and two on Tilia (only 
one in Britain), so I would still 

like to see further specimens from these plants to establish whether the additional species are 
present here. There are also a few other questions to be answered, such as; what is the real 
foodplant of P. ruficornis and do males exist of P. coniceps and leucopus? Also, what do the larvae 
of all these species look like?  These species probably all have several generations in a year and 
are usually quite easy to rear. Emergence often takes place about two weeks after the larva has 
finished feeding. As an example a picture of a Pristiphora armata larva is shown here. Some 
species have pink on the anal abdominal segment, others are mainly green but may have black on 
the thoracic legs and/or pale stripes along the back. There are usually dark parietal markings on 
the head. 
 
Please post any larvae to the address above, by first class post, with some of the food plant 
enclosed. I will then attempt to rear them and take photographs as well. The usual record data 
would be helpful, with some information on the habitat.  
 
AMAURONEMATUS ABNORMIS- STILL PRESENT IN THE CAIRNGORMS? 
 Andrew D. Liston 

Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Eberswalder Str. 90, 15374 Müncheberg, Germany 
 

The lack of records of several (sub-)arctic sawfly species since they were first recorded in Scotland 
many decades ago, mainly by R. B. Benson, raises concern for their survival. Reasons for their 
apparent rarity seem to differ between species. Several species restricted to higher altitudes in 
Scotland are monophages on single Salix species, such as S. arbuscula, S. lapponum, S. 
myrsinites, which themselves have suffered massive losses in their range and density during the 
period of about 150 years since recording began. Within the past few hundred years in Scotland, 
most of these declines have probably been caused mainly by increased grazing pressure.  In such 
cases, the present rarity of the sawfly is already pre-determined by the rarity of its host. The 
situation in Amauronematus abnormis (Holmgren, 1883) is different, because although the main 
(only?) host is Salix herbacea, a widespread and abundant plant in many exposed areas of the 
Highlands and Islands, A. abnormis has been found only at a single locality. By contrast, the gall-
making monophage sawfly Eupontania herbaceae (Cameron, 1876) is present in most major 
extant populations of S. herbacea throughout Britain, and the only other Scottish Amauronematus 
associated with S. herbacea, A. mcluckiei Benson,1935, seems to be widespread on Highland 
mountains. It seems from the localities and circumstances of worldwide records, that A. abnormis 

Final instar larva of Pristiphora armata on Crataegus 
Photograph: K.J. Grearson 
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requires very cold local climatic conditions which ensure that snow patches lie until late in the 
summer. Such truly arctic environments are of very restricted extent in Scotland outside the 
Cairngorm Plateau, so that it seems not only reasonable to suggest that A. abnormis is an 
extremely local species in Britain, possibly only occurring at a single site, but also that it may be 
one of the most sensitive to climate change. A second, more recent record from the only known 
British locality is presented below, with some general comments on this fascinating species.  
 
Amauronematus abnormis (Holmgren, 1883) 
3 males, NN939989, Inverness, between Einich Cairn and Wells of Dee, Braeriach, immobilized on 
snow, approx. 1230 m. a.s.l., 18.5.-14.6.1981, leg. N. P. Ashmole (RSME: National Museums of 
Scotland, Dept. Entomology, West Granton). 
 

Illustrations of Amauronematus tolli from Konow (1907, plate 1).  Male on left (1-5), 
female right (6-12). Syntypes from North Siberia (mouth of Lena) and New Siberian 
Islands.  

Illustration of a syntype of Nematus abnormis, from Holmgren (1883; 
plate 3, fig. 16). Locus typicus: Besimannija Bay, Novaja Semlia 

A. tolli Konow lectotype (DEI) in lateral view. Image by C. 
Kutzscher, Senckenberg DEI. 
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This circumpolar, high arctic-alpine species (Benson 1961), is known in the British Isles only from a 
small part of the Cairngorm Plateau near the summit of Braeriach. The first and only previous 
record of A. abnormis in the British Isles (Benson 1935) was of a series 21 females and 10 males 
collected by R. B. & J. E. Benson on 25.6. and 2.7.1934 from Salix herbacea, apparently very 
close (‘at about 4000 ft. near the Einich Cairn of Mount Braeriach’) to the more recent locality.  
 
The female of A. abnormis is unusual among British sawflies in being brachypterous (Benson 
1958). According to Lindqvist (1938, 1944) and Benson (1960) development of the wings of 
females varies from nearly fully developed (e.g. as some Finnish specimens and the only recorded 
Swiss specimen) to markedly reduced (e.g. types of abnormis from Novaja Semlya and Benson’s 
Cairngorm females).  Males, which always have normally developed wings, can easily be 
distinguished from other small, dark Nematinae by the extremely long apical spines of the 
penisvalve. Even in repose, these project conspicuously from the tip of the abdomen. 
 
The Scottish males are paler (upper rear of head, tibiae) than a specimen from northern Finland 
(DEI). Holmgren’s (1883) illustration of a female Nematus abnormis syntype from Novaya Semlya 
(Fig. 1) clearly shows the extensively pale head colouration exhibited also by Scottish specimens.  
Holmgren’s written description of N. abnormis, based only on females (3 female syntypes are in 
Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm, according to Lindqvist 1944) mentions ‘pedibus 
nigro-fuscis, geniculis et basi tibiarum plus minusve sordide testaceis’, which is not very clear in 
the figure. Holmgren (1883) misidentified male A. abnormis as Nematus obscurus Holmgren, 1883, 
now regarded as the valid name for a separate Amauronematus species: Lindqvist 1944, 1959. 
Malaise (1920) describes a single female A. abnormis with very reduced wings from ‘Gebirgsheide 
von Snuoratjokko, nördlich von Torne Träsk auf einer Höhe von 1000 m’ as extremely pale, this 
colour extending even to the thorax. MacGillivray (1919) describes a pale colour pattern and 
markedly reduced wings in the female holotype of A. aulatus MacGillivray, 1919 (synonymised by 
Benson (1962) with A. abnormis) from Barter Island, Alaska which correspond quite well with the 
Scottish specimens. 
 
The lectotype female (DEI) of A. tolli Konow, 1907 (currently regarded as a synonym of A. 
abnormis, following Benson 1962) from near the mouth of the River Lena, N. E. Siberia, is almost 
completely black (Figs 2 & 3). The lancet of this specimen has been examined, but unfortunately 
the lancet of the female A. abnomis specimen in RSME seems to have been lost or removed (was 
probably gummed to a card on pin below specimen). Body morphology and sculpture of A. tolli 
does however resemble very closely the Cairngorm specimen. 
 
Worldwide, rather few records of A. abnormis seem to have been published since Benson collated 
these (Benson 1960, 1962), with the exception of some from N. Europe (Russia: Kola Peninsula; 
Finland: northernmost Lappland. Hellén 1970). 
 
Salix herbacea was confirmed as a hostplant of A. abnormis by Zinovjev & Vikberg (1998). The 
procecidium (gall-like structure enclosing the egg) made by this species (see illustration in Zinovjev 
& Vikberg 1998), should not be mistaken for small leaf-galls of Eupontania herbaceae (Cameron, 
1876) or E. aquilonis (Benson, 1941), species which also occur in Scotland on S. herbacea 
(Vikberg 2003). Only Salix herbacea has been mentioned as a potential host of A. abnormis,
except by Lacourt (1999) who lists without further comment S. herbacea and S. retusa as hosts. 
The evidence for Salix retusa as a host of A. abnormis seems however to be based only on the 
comment in (Benson 1960: 179) ‘I collected a single female of this species crawling on a carpet of 
Salix retusa L. on a hillock surrounded by snow near Lac Vaux, Mt. Rogneux at about 9000 ft. 
above Verbier on 27.VI.1959 when snow was actually falling’. This however was an individual with 
nearly fully developed wings, and therefore mobile. In the same paper, Benson (p. 177) comments 
under Amauronematus variator (Ruthe) ‘I found a single female of this species on a herbaceous 
Salix at about 9000 ft on Mt. Rogneux near Verbier on June 27th 1960. Close by was a specimen 
of A. abnormis Holmgren’. This remains the only record of A. abnormis from the Alps. Its hostplant 
there must be regarded as unknown, and there must even be some doubt as to whether the Swiss 
record really is attributable to A. abnormis.
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GENERAL REMARKS 
Most of the sawflies found immobilized on high-altitude snow patches in Scotland have evidently 
originated at lower altitudes.  In recent decades, individuals of larch and spruce feeding species 
often dominated such material: see Liston (1989) on some other sawflies pitfall-trapped by P. 
Ashmole near Einich Cairn during the period when the A. abnormis were sampled. As indicated by 
the 1981 record of A. abnormis, even species which are arctic specialists are present in ‘fall-out’ on 
snow.  In a recent collection of snow patch sawflies from Perthshire, made by Dr K. P. Bland and 
partly deposited in RSME (I still have here on loan from Keith many specimen which require further 
study), roughly about a third each of individuals were spruce Nematinae (mostly Sharliphora 
nigella), Dolerus species (particularly D. haematodes) and Pristiphora lativentris / P. 
breadalbanensis. Of these, only the Pristiphora species are of probable high-altitude (local?) origin. 
For a general review of the significance of insect accumulations on snow, and some particulars for 
the Cairngorm area, see Ashmole et al. (1983). The composition of sawfly assemblages sampled 
on mountain summits sheds useful light on the natural (not purely passive?) dispersal capability of 
sawflies, whose effectiveness has in my opinion often been highly underestimated.  
 
Amauronematus abnormis is one of few high-arctic sawfly species known in Scotland and the 
population on Braeriach is remarkable for its relatively southerly location within the predominantly 
northern worldwide range of the species, concentrated along the coasts of the Arctic seas. It is 
hoped that some future effort will not only be invested in monitoring of population levels of A. 
abnormis and investigating its biology at the single known Scottish locality (relatively easily 
obtainable would for example be improved data on phenology), but also in checking whether other 
parts of the Cairngorm Plateau, or even other high Scottish summits, also support populations of 
this threatened insect. 
 
There is a lack of recent records of many high-altitude species in Scotland and we still know 
deplorably little about their biology. Material of some is however to be found in the RSME, collected 
notably by Mr. E. C. Pelham-Clinton from the 1960’s onwards, and in later years by Drs I. 
MacGowan and K. P. Bland. The potentially severe effects of climate warming on already very 
isolated Scottish populations of arctic insects such as A. abnormis, lends an urgency to 
investigation of their present status.  If our current knowledge of the Scottish high-montane sawfly 
fauna is depressingly poor, it must be admitted that data for Irish mountains are even scarcer. On a 
more positive note, I was thrilled to hear in 2008 from Dr Veli Vikberg that by careful observation 
and experimentation he has worked out the previously unknown biologies of several rarely 
recorded N. European sawflies. One hopes that these fascinating results will soon be published, 
because they contain first hostplant records, new taxonomic placements and reliable data on 
biology for several species occurring in the British Isles. 
 
I thank all those who made my recent stay in Edinburgh so pleasant, and particularly Richard 
Lyszkowski for letting me in to the RSME collection, Keith Bland for discussions on various aspects 
of montane entomology in Scotland and Mark Shaw for general assistance. 
 
REFERENCES 
Ashmole, N. P.; Nelson, J. M.; Shaw, M. R. & Garside, A. (1983). Insects and spiders on snowfields in the Cairngorms, Scotland. - J. 
 Nat. Hist., 17: 599-613. 
Benson, R. B. (1935). The high mountain sawflies of Britain (Hymenoptera Symphyta). - Trans. R. Ent. Soc. London, 83: 23-39 
Benson, R. B. (1958). Hymenoptera, Symphyta. - Handbooks for the Identification of British Insects., 6(2c): 139-258. 
Benson, R. B. (1960). Some more high-alpine sawflies (Hymenoptera; Tenthredinidae). - Mitt. Schweiz. Ent. Ges., 33(3): 173-182. 
Benson, R. B. (1961). The sawflies (Hymenoptera Symphyta) of the Swiss National Park and surrounding Area. - Erg. wiss. Unters. 
 Schweiz. Nationalpark, 7: 161-195. 
Hellén, W. (1970). Die Nematinen Finnlands II (Hymenoptera, Tenthredinidae). Tribus Nematini: Gattung Amauronematus Konow. - 
 Notulae Ent., 50: 1-37. 
Holmgren, A. E. (1883). Insecta a viris doctissimis Nordenskiöld illum ducem sequentibus in insulis Waigatsch et Novaja Semlia anno 
 1875 collecta. Hymenoptera et Diptera. - Ent. Tidskr., 4(3-4): 141-190. 
Konow, F. W. 1907: Ueber die Ausbeute der russischen Polar-Expedition an Blattwespen im arctischen Sibirien. - Zap. Imp. Akad. Nauk, 
 St. Petersbourg , Ser.8, 18(3) : 1-26, 1 plate. 
Lacourt, J. (1999). Répertoire des Tenthredinidae ouest-paléarctiques (Hymenoptera, Symphyta). - Mém. Soc. Ent. Fr., 3: 1-432. 
Lindqvist, E. (1938). Nio för Finlands fauna nya nematiner. - Notulae Ent., 18: 82. 
Lindqvist, E. (1944). Über die von Holmgren beschriebenen Nematinen (Hym. Tenthr.). - Notulae Ent., 24: 13-18. 
Lindqvist, E. (1959). Über einige neue oder wenig bekannte Amauronematus-Arten (Hym., Tenthr.). - Notulae Ent., 39: 1-15. 
Liston, A. D. (1989). Cephalcia lariciphila (Wachtl) (Hymenoptera, Pamphiliidae) in Inverness-shire, and the significance of conifer 
 sawflies on mountain summits. - Entomologist's Monthly Magazine, 125: 62. 



Sawfly Study Group Newsletter, November 2009   Page 6 

MacGillivray, A. D. (1919). The Saw-flies (Tenthredinoidea) collected by the Canadian Arctic Expedition, 1913-18. - Report of the 
 Canadian Arctic Expedition 1913-18., Ottawa 3 (Insects)(Part G) : 3-19. 
Malaise, R. (1920). Beiträge zur Kenntnis schwedischer Blattwespen. - Ent. Tidskr., 40(2-4): 97-128. 
Vikberg, V. (2003). Taxonomy of the species of Eupontania crassipes- and aquilonis-groups (Hymenoptera: Tenthredinidae: Nematinae). 
 - Ent. Fenn., 14(3): 129-172. 
Zinovjev, A. G. & Vikberg, V. (1998). On the biology of the Nematinae with hiding larvae (Hymenoptera, Symphyta, Tenthredinidae). - 
 Beitr. Ent., 48(1) : 145-155. 
 
BLASTICOTOMA FILICETI KLUG NEW TO IRELAND Jerry Bowdrey  

Senior Curator of Natural History, Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service  email: jerry.bowdrey@colchester.gov.uk 
 

B. filiceti has featured more than once 
recently in the pages of the Sawfly Study 
Group Newsletter; readers might, 
therefore, be interested in  another new 
record of this apparently elusive and rare 
species. 
 
On 28 of August 2007 whilst walking the 
Kerry Way north of Kenmare (Irish Grid 
Ref V0907), two large foam ‘balls’ were 
noticed on the rachis of a fern (Dryopteris 
sp.) growing on the verge of a minor road. 
A digital image was taken. 
 
On returning home, a search of the 
literature revealed that the foam probably 
emanated from the feeding sites of larvae 
of Blasticotoma filiceti (Klug), a fact that 
was kindly confirmed from the image by 
Andrew Liston, who also pointed out that 
this discovery represented the first record 
of the species from Ireland! 
 
A fuller report of this chance discovery 
appears in the Entomologist’s Record 
and Journal of Variation. (note that the 
date of discovery should read 28th August 
rather than 2nd).  
 
REFERENCE 
Bowdrey, J.P. (2008) Blasticotoma filiceti Klug,1834 
 (Sym.: Blasticotomidae) : a sawfly new to Ireland. 
 Entomologist’s Rec.J.Var. 120(3), 123-4 

 

MACROPHYA ALBIPUNCTA (FALLÉN) IN SURREY Graham A Collins 
 15 Hurst Way, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 7AP 
 
In 2007 I was involved in survey work testing field-layer assemblages for the ISIS project 
(Invertebrate Species - habitat Information System). A number of sites for grassland and scrub 
matrix assemblage types were selected but at the last minute one had to be dropped. As a 
substitute site, Thorpe Hay Meadow, a Surrey Wildlife Trust reserve in north-west Surrey, was 
chosen. 
 
I visited the site on 10th June and amongst the insects captured were a couple of medium-sized 
black sawflies. These were tentatively identified as Macrophya albipuncta, a determination that 
caused me some concern as Benson (1952) suggested it was a scarce species confined to the 
north of Britain. However, Guy Knight subsequently confirmed my determination. 
 

Blasticotoma filiceti foam in situ on the Kerry Way north of Kenmare 
Photograph: J.P. Bowdrey 
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In addition to the sites given by Benson it has recently been taken at Smardale Gill NNR in 
Cumbria (G. Knight, pers. comm.) and at a couple of sites in Wiltshire. The Cumbria site is within 
or close to the range given by Benson but the Wiltshire and Surrey records indicate that it is 
probably much more widespread than previously thought. 
 
Benson cites Geranium sylvaticum (wood crane’s-bill) as the host plant. This is predominantly a 
northern species; BSBI data shows almost no records from southern England, although there are 
isolated records for both Surrey and Wiltshire. However, in both Surrey and Wiltshire Geranium 
pratense (meadow crane’s-bill) would seem to be the probable host. I hope to be able to search for 
larvae next year. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
I thank Guy Knight for confirming my specimens, Natural England for funding the work as part of 
the ISIS project and Rachel O’Hara (Surrey Wildlife Trust) for permission to survey at Thorpe 
meadow. 
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ACANTHOLYDA ERYTHROCEPHALA (LINNAEUS) IN SCOTLAND 

K. John Grearson 
10 Eastfield, Ashton Keynes, Swindon, Wiltshire SN6 6PR  E-mail: Grearsonkj@waitrose.com 

 
In April I received an e-mail from Jane Bowman who lives at Glen Moriston in the Scottish Highland 
(NH293128).  On 19th April 2009, she found a spectacular sawfly lingering on a young Scots Pine 
(tree head height) in her garden. It seemed reluctant to move away so she was able to fetch her 
camera and take a few photographs. Using the internet and a book, Jane tentatively identified the 
sawfly as a female Acantholyda erythrocephala (L.) and she asked me to confirm her i.d., which 
was correct. 
 
Two days later, Jane checked the site again and found two clusters of eggs in the spot where she 
had photographed the female and these are presumed to be her eggs. I have asked Jane to watch 
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the site so that she can obtain photographs of the larvae. If she succeeds, these photos will be 
shown in the next newsletter. 
 
The lateral view of the female, although less sharp than the main picture, shows the pre-apical 
tibial spines which are diagnostic for Acantholyda.

AN UNUSUAL SPECIMEN OF HEMICHROA AUSTRALIS (SERVILLE)? 
 Martin Harvey 
 martin@kitenet.freeserve.co.uk 
 

For some years I have had a rather distinctive 
looking sawfly languishing in my backlog of 
undetermined specimens. It looked like it should key 
out reasonably easily, but I couldn’t persuade it to 
do so. Andrew Halstead put me out of my misery at 
the BENHS sawfly workshop last April, when he 
determined it as a female Hemichroa australis.

When I went back to the keys to see where I had 
gone wrong, it became apparent that this was a 
rather odd specimen. Vein 2R is missing from both 
wings, and it therefore fails to key out to genus 
Hemichroa in both Wright’s AIDGAP key and 
Benson’s RES key. Our assumption is that this is 
just an odd specimen with aberrant venation, but if 
there is an alternative explanation I’d be pleased to 
know. 
 
EMPRIA CANDIDATA (FALLÉN) IN 
WALES Martin Harvey 

Following John Grearson’s note on Empria 
candidata in Newsletter 3 (page 3), I can add a 
Welsh record to the list: 
 
Empria candidata, 1 female, 25 April 1997, Fenn's, Whixall, Bettisfield, 
Wem and Cadney Mosses SSSI, Denbighshire (VC50), grid ref 
SJ476360 (this is towards the south-western end of this large SSSI) 
 
Rather shamefacedly I have to admit that the 
specimen has been in my collection since 1997 
under the name Ametastegia carpini, to which it 

An aberrant Hemichroa australis with vein 2R missing from 
both forewings                                                                  
Photograph: M. Harvey 

Empria candidata female  
Photograph: M. Harvey 

Acantholyda erythrocephala female and eggs                                                                                                         Photographs: J. Bowman
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bears rather little resemblance! I only realised the error after a genuine specimen of P. carpini was 
determined for me by Andrew Halstead at the BENHS sawfly workshop last April. 
 
The sawfly was collected from an area of peat bog just north of the Shropshire Union canal (and 
only just north of the border with England). There was birch present in the vicinity. 
 
NEW TO MAINLAND BRITAIN: SCOLIONEURA VICINA (KONOW, 1894) 
(HYMENOPTERA: TENTHREDINIDAE)   Rob Edmunds 

32 Woodcote Green, Calthorpe Park, Fleet, Hants, GU51 4EY E-mail: r.edmunds@ntlworld.com 
 
On 10th June 2008 Rob Edmunds found an occupied leaf mine on Silver Birch (Betula pendula)
near Fleet, Hampshire, VC12) which he suspected was a mine of Scolioneura vicina, based on 
mines from Ewald Altenhofer (EA) he had worked with. He dissected out the larva at home and 
sent photos to EA who confirmed that it was this species. This specimen represents, as far as RE 
is aware, the first record of this leaf miner in mainland Britain and the first record of the leaf mine in 
the British Isles. 
 
Scolioneura vicina was recently added to the British Isles list on the basis of a female specimen 
found in a collection in Ireland (Old Head, Co.Mayo) from 23rd May 1942 (Liston & O’Connor, 2005). 
There are two different Scolioneura species that mine Birch (Altenhofer and Taeger 1998). They 
have different phenologies, but the adults are morphologically similar. 
 
S. vicina is an early season miner of Betula pendula and B. pubescens, with adults flying mid-May 
to mid-June. S. betuleti occurs later in the season with a flight period from mid-July to the start of 
September. The larvae are also morphologically similar - both have long, ringed thoracic legs, and 
variable degrees of darkening of the sclerotizations. The morphology of the mines also provides 
clues to their identification: S. vicina makes mines which tend to be edge mines, whereas those of 
S. betuleti ultimately can occupy almost the whole of the leaf. 

 

Clockwise from top: Mine with larva in situ in a Silver Birch leaf; Whole leaf showing larva 
in situ; Vacated mine; Final instar larva                                     Photographs: R. Edmunds
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A vacated mine was also found by RE on 16th June in Fleet, at another site (one mile from the 
original site). It contained exuviae, which allowed it to be confirmed as S.vicina by EA. 
 
In Europe, S. vicina feeds on Betula pendula and B. pubescens, whereas S. betuleti feeds on 
Betula pendula, B. pubescens and Alnus viridis. The mines found in the UK were on B. pendula.
EA reports that, in Austria, he also sometimes finds S. vicina on Betula papyrifera - an exotic 
species from North America, sometimes planted in the gardens there.  
 
FIRST RECORDS FROM SCOTLAND OF THREE SAWFLY SPECIES 
(HYMENOPTERA, TENTHREDINIDAE) Andrew D. Liston 

Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Eberswalder Str. 90, 15374 Müncheberg, Germany 
 
Sawfly specimens deposited in the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh (RSME), include 
three species not previously recorded in Scotland, represented by well-preserved single adults.  
Two were collected in recent years by Dr Keith Bland. A general lack of data on distribution of 
sawflies in northern Britain makes difficult the interpretation of such records, some of which 
possibly result from recent range expansion. However, of the species mentioned here, at least 
Amauronematus longiserra is probably a long-established, previously overlooked member of the 
Scottish fauna.  
 
Amauronematus longiserra (Thomson, 1863)  
1♀, NO0078, Perths., Gleann Beag, Fealar, 23.05.2007, leg. K. P. Bland. 
Apical serrulae of lancet are conspicuously long, corresponding with illustrations of A. longiserra by 
Benson (1958) and Lindqvist (1973). 
 
Recorded by Benson (1958) in the British Isles only from lowland areas of England, in one locality 
each in Sussex, Surrey, Bucks. and Herts.  Grearson (2007) adds a single record from Wiltshire. 
Records of Nematus longiserra by Cameron (e.g. Cameron 1885) from Scotland were considered 
by Benson (1958) to be based on misidentifications of A. viduatus (Zetterstedt, 1838).  

 
The scattered European distribution of A. longiserra extends from Finland, through Sweden, to 
Central Europe (Taeger et al. 2006). Whilst Taeger et al. (2006) exclude A. longiserra from the 
fauna of European Russia, according to Zhelochovtsev & Zinovjev (1995) it not only occurs there, 
but reaches Siberia and northern areas of the Russian Far East. In the South of its European 
range (Central France, South Germany, Czech Republic) mainly found in the colline and montane 
zones. A. longiserra is referred to in several regional lists as rare or extremely local in occurrence.   

 
Phenology varies throughout its range, with the April flight period of the English populations 
(Benson 1958) apparently being amongst the earliest. The two females so far recorded in France 
were caught on May 6 and May 18 (Lacourt 1985, Lacourt 2001). Nuorteva (1971) gives a flight 
period of 29th May-10th June at a locality in S. Finland.  

 
Zinovjev & Vikberg (1998) consider most species of the A. longiserra species group to be 
monophagous on single Salix species or a narrow range of Salix species. A. longiserra has been 
reared from Salix aurita (Benson 1958; Weiffenbach 1988, including description of larva; Zinovjev 
& Vikberg 1998; R. Hinz, specimens and notes in Zoologische Staatssammlung, Munich) and S. 
caprea (Zinovjev & Vikberg 1998). Kangas (1985) also found these to be hosts, together with S. 
myrsinifolia (= nigricans). However, records from S. myrsinifolia probably involve a different 
species of the A. longiserra group, according to Dr V. Vikberg (personal communication).  
 
Eutomostethus gagathinus (Klug, 1816) 
1♀, Midlothian, Stow, 7.vii.1962, leg. A. R. Waterston. 
Not previously recorded in the British Isles outside south-east England (Benson 1952).  
The larval host of E. gagathinus is one or more species of Juncus according to Lacourt (1999). No 
other published indications of its possible host or additional data on its biology have been located. 
 
Macrophya duodecimpunctata (Linnaeus, 1758) 
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1♂, NN8971, Perths., Tilt, Marble Lodge, 16.06.2008, leg. K. P. Bland. 
A widespread and locally abundant Palaearctic species, recorded in most European countries 
including southern Sweden and Norway (Taeger et al. 2006). On British mainland, not previously 
recorded north of Co. Durham (Benson 1952). The mention of occurrence of M. duodecimpunctata 
in Scotland by Liston (1995) was mistaken. 

 
Very few original observations on the biology of M. duodecimpunctata have been published, and 
the significance of some of these is unclear. Stein (1885) first recorded Carex vesicaria as a host 
under natural conditions, and mentioned rearing the larvae on ‘other species of grasses’.  Lorenz & 
Kraus (1957) reared larvae on Carex spp. and grasses, without naming the hostplant species. 
Weiffenbach (1962) wrote that in the autumn of 1958 larvae were unusually numerous on all Carex 
species at a moorland site in northern Germany. However, some Tenthredininae species habitually 
oviposit in plants other than their larval hosts. Adults of M. duodecimpunctata are particularly 
attracted to Alnus, which was stated to be a host in some earlier sawfly literature. Egg-laying on 
Alnus by M. duodecimpunctata was thought to have been observed by Chambers (1947). 
Furthermore, an association with Lycopus europaeus as a possible larval host was observed in 
Austria by Pschorn-Walcher & Altenhofer (2006). The biology of this species obviously requires 
further investigation. 
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SOME RECORDS OF MALE SAWFLIES RARELY FOUND IN THE UK 
Guy Knight 

National Museums Liverpool,  William Brown Street, Liverpool, L3 8EN, UK, Guy.Knight@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk 
 

This year, a few chance discoveries of male sawflies of species which normally reproduce 
parthenogenetically prompted me to look back at some other uncommon male sawflies I have seen 
in the past.  
 
Benson (1950), Viitassaari (2002) and Craig & Mopper (1993) give good overviews of 
parthenogenesis and sex ratio variation in sawflies. Parthenogenesis is common in the 
Hymenoptera and in sawflies may be either facultative, where eggs can develop with or without 
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fertilisation, or obligatory where principally 
only females emerge in successive 
generations. It is in these species where 
males are most infrequently observed or 
completely unknown. When they are found it 
is thought that this may represent a 
breakdown in the normal reproductive 
mechanism or an adaptive response to the 
environment. Some such species exist in 
sexual populations in other parts of the world, 
for example, several produce males normally 
in southern and central Europe (Benson, 
1950) whilst males of Endelomyia aethiops 
(Fab.) are abundant in North America 
(Benson, 1952). Particularly intriguing is the 
extent to which inherited ‘male-killing 
bacteria’ such as Wolbachia might account 
for observed sex ratios and the induction of 
parthenogenesis in sawflies as they have 
been shown to in other insect groups. 
 
All of the species included here are noted by 
Benson (1952, 1958) as having males which 
at that time had been very rarely recorded in 
Britain or were completely unknown. Of 
course, in the intervening 50 years the 
situation may have changed and I hope this 
note will encourage readers to submit similar 
observations to be included in future editions. 
All specimens are in the collections of 
National Museums Liverpool. 
 
1. Aneugmenus coronatus (Klug) 
1a. whole insect, 1b. abdomen showing the sinus sexualis, 1c. 
penis valve. 
1♂. ENGLAND: Cheshire (VC58), Prospect Vale (back yard), 
Wallasey, SJ299925, 10.vii.2009, Leg: G. T. Knight 
This single specimen was caught by hand resting 
on a Dryopteris sp. in my small (<10m²) back 
yard in an urban area. There are many fern 
species established in the yard which had been 
planted by the previous owner but I have seen no 
Bracken in the area. I have identified this species 
as A. coronatus using the RES handbook and I 
have frequently found females also keying out to 
this species here. I cannot preclude, however, 
that it is an accidentally imported exotic species 
which I don’t know.  
 
Benson (1952) cites one British record of a male 
taken at Berkhampstead in June 1929, which has 
a white-marked abdomen. He later synonymised 
A. coronatus with A. padi (L.) which is usually 
associated with Bracken and produces males 
normally in the Mediterranean region (Benson, 
1968). It has since been reinstated (Chevin, 
1980). Males of A. coronatus from the Pacific 
coast of Russia have completely black abdomens 
(Zhelochovtsev,1988; Blank, 1998).  
 

1a 

1b 

2a 

3a 
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A fascinating feature of males of several Aneugmenus spp. as well a few other Selandrinae is presence of 
the sinus sexualis - a deep transverse depression on the seventh tergite together with various other 
modifications to the sixth and apical tergites. This is a secondary sexual character which is believed to be 
involved in nuptial feeding. The female inserts her head and gnathal appendages into this structure prior to 
copulation in the Nearctic A. flavipes (Norton) and Neotropical A. merida Smith (Smith, 2003; Avila-Núñez et 
al. 2007). In A. fuerstenbergensis (Konow), the only species of this genus which normally produces males in 
Britain, this structure is very much reduced although some modifications to the tergites are apparent. 
 
2. Endelomyia aethiops (Fab.) 
2a. whole insect 2b. penis valve 
2♂♂. ENGLAND: Cumbria (VC69), Hutton Roof Crags NNR, SD543774, 6.vi.2002, Malaise trap (NML survey for Cumbria Wildlife Trust) 
1♂. ENGLAND: Cumbria (VC69), Hutton Roof Crags NNR, SD545775, 15-23.v.2002, Malaise trap (NML survey for CWT) 
Benson (1952) gives one British record from Tring, Herts., 29.v.1941 and I have seen one other specimen in 
the collections of the National Museum of Ireland, Dublin, labelled ‘Brown, England’. Males of this species 
are apparently more frequent in North America. 
 
3. Pachynematus obductus (Hartig) 
3a. extension to eighth tergite 3b. penis valve 
1♂. ENGLAND: Cumbria (VC69), Smardale Gill NNR, NY728071, 1.vi.2009, Leg: G.T. Knight 
Benson (1958) describes the male of this common species as very rare. It can be instantly recognised by the 
large spoon-shaped extension to the eighth tergite as well as its distinctive penis valve. 
 
4. Pristiphora insularis Rohwer 
4a. whole insect 4b. penis valve 
3♂♂. WALES: Merionethshire (VC48), Morfa Harlech NNR, SH364331, 7.v.2009, Leg: G.T. Knight 
One female and 3 males were swept from Burnet Rose growing on a scrubby part of this large sand dune 
system. This species is misidentified as P. paedida (Konow) in Benson (1958) where the only record of the 

4a 5a 

5c 6a 

1a. Aneugmenus coronatus (Klug) ♂, 1b. A. coronatus abdomen showing the sinus sexualis, 2a. Endelomyia aethiops (Fab.) ♂
3a. Pachynematus obductus (Hartig) ♂ apex of abdomen showing extension to the eighth tergite, 4a. Pristiphora insularis Rohwer ♂
5a. Pristiphora pallidiventris (Fallén) ♂, 5c. Pristiphora denudata Konow ♂, 6a. Pristiphora appendiculata (Hartig) ♂
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male in Britain is given as ‘Beds., Maulden Woods, 
iv.55, V.H. Chambers’.  
 
5. Pristiphora pallidiventris (Fallén) & P. 
denudata Konow 
5a. P. pallidiventris whole insect 5b. penis valve 5c. P. 
denudata whole insect 5d. penis valve 
P. pallidiventris 1♂, ENGLAND: Cumbria (VC69), Smardale 
Gill NNR, NY72490652, 4-28.vi.2007, Malaise trap (NML 
survey for Cumbria Wildlife Trust) 
P. denudata 1♂, WALES: Cardiganshire (VC46), Creigau 
Gwbert, SN16244908, 16.vi-1.vii.2003, Malaise trap (NML 
survey for CCW) 
These two closely related Pristiphora species are 
separated largely on the colour of their abdomens, 
leading some specialists to conclude they belong 
to a single species (Benson, 1966, Muche, 1974, 
Lacourt, 1987), however, details of their saws and 
host plant preferences lend some weight to their 
separate treatment (Liston & Sheppard, in prep.). 
According to Chevin (1984) the males of both 
species are exceptionally rare. The male of P. 
denudata is keyed in Benson (1958) who does not 
comment on its frequency. Its penis valve is 
illustrated unambiguously by Chevin (loc. sit.).  

No record of a male P. pallidiventris is given in 
Benson (1958), and it is not clear which of the 
species the illustrations of penis valves labelled P. 
pallidiventris in Lindqvist (1955) and Muche (1974) 
really refer to. Lacourt (loc. sit.) and Wong (1977) 
contain information on the male of this taxon. 
 
Only one male specimen of P. pallidiventris was 
found during two years of field survey at Smardale 
Gill NNR where females of both P. denudata and P. 
pallidiventris were abundant. Perhaps significantly, 
a few very pale female pallidiventris were taken at 
the site. In these specimens the dark markings of 
the abdomen were reduced to paired spots on the 
tergites. 
 
I have also previously found what I believe to be a 
male P. denudata, although a few characters 
prevent it from keying out cleanly in Benson (1958) 
- the characteristic dark marks on the apices of the 
femora are very indistinct and the second tergite 
has dark markings. 
 
6. Pristiphora appendiculata (Hartig) (=P. 
pallipes Serville) 
6a. whole insect 6b. penis valve 
1♂. ISLE OF MAN: Laxey, Baldhoon Road, Crofton, SC4284, 
larva coll. 2.viii.1996, adult em. 12.viii.1996, Leg: F.D. Bennett 
1♂. ISLE OF MAN: Laxey, Baldhoon Road, Crofton, SC4284, 
larva coll. 5.ix.1996, adult em. iii-iv.1997, Leg: F.D. Bennett 
Amongst a series of 54 Pristiphora appendiculata 
collected and reared from gooseberry plants 
between 1995 and 2002 by F.D. Bennett, were two males. These are noted by Benson (1958) to be very 
rare. It is a shame that my preparation of the penis valve of this specimen is so poor as it is quite different 
from most British Pristiphora species. The two flaps should sit behind one another as in Benson’s figure. 

1c 

2b 

3b 

4b 

5b 

Penis valves 
1c. Aneugmenus coronatus 

2b. Endelomyia aethiops 
3b. Pachynematus obductus 

4b. Pristiphora insularis 
5b. Pristiphora pallidiventris 5d.P. denudata 

6b. Pristiphora appendiculata 

5d 

6b 
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EMPRIA BASALIS LINDQVIST, 1968 - A NEW SAWFLY TO BRITAIN 
Guy Knight 

I am currently working on a more detailed note on the first records of this species in Britain which 
will also contain an account of the rich and interesting sawfly fauna at the National Nature Reserve 
where it was found. I hope to publish this next year but in the mean time I felt it was worth 
mentioning briefly here. 
 
During 2007 and 2008 National Museums Liverpool carried out an invertebrate survey of Smardale 
Gill NNR for the Cumbria Wildlife Trust (Knight, 2009). The site is located to the west of Kirkby 
Stephen in east Cumbria between NY738083 and NY701055, incorporates a length of disused 
railway line and some surrounding land and extends over a total of 42.7ha. The main habitats are 
species-rich calcareous grassland, woodland including semi-natural ancient woodland and a river 
designated as SAC. Carboniferous limestone is the underlying rock and there are areas of rock 
outcrop. The survey recorded 1,351 invertebrate species including 19 Red Data Book and 55 
Nationally Notable species. A total of 120 sawfly species were found during the survey and at least 
ten more have been added from additional visits in 2009. 
 
Empria basalis Lindqvist belongs to the complex of closely related species which also includes E. 
alector Benson, E. longicornis (Thomson) and E. tridens (Konow). I do not find any of these 
species easy to distinguish but viewing the saw, ideally slide-mounted, under high magnification 
readily separates many of the females. The saw of E. basalis is quite distinctive within this group 
as the basal teeth are very smooth, low and flat. The excellent photographs in Marco Prous’ 
unpublished thesis on this group show this feature well (Prous, 2007) and it is also illustrated by 
Lindqvist (1968). The male genitalia are figured in both of these references, however, as with the 
rest of this group I find the males difficult to distinguish. 
 
This species is otherwise only known only from Finland and Estonia (Taeger et al. 2006). Its life 
history was worked out by Prous (loc. sit.) who determined its larval foodplant is Water Avens 
Geum rivale, a very abundant plant on the reserve. Eight additional Empria species were recorded 
from the site during the survey. The four individuals of E. basalis identified were all found in 2007: 
 
2♀♀, 2007.05.14-06.06, NY7239706536, in Malaise trap set in disused limestone quarry 
1♀, 2007.04.27, NY729075, swept from herbs beside disused railway line, Leg: G.T.Knight 
?1♂, 2007.05.14-06.06, NY73130783, in Malaise trap set in semi-natural ancient woodland near the river 
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I am very grateful to Marco Prous for confirming this species from photographs of slide 
preparations of saws. 
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