SPRING GARDEN BEES
Hairy-footed Flower Bee

Anthophora plumipes

Females... are jet black apart from orange hairs on the hind tibiae
Males.. have beige hairs, a yellow face and a fringe of very long hairs on the mid-tarsi

Tawny Mining bee

Andrena fulva
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Females... are very distinctive, they have a dense orange pile on their abdomen and redder pile on
top of the thorax
Males.. are smaller and browner than the female, with a white 'moustache' and antennal segment
3 much longer than 4

Ashy Mining bee

Andrena cineraria

Females... are very distinctive, with ashy grey hairs
Males.. are smaller and not quite as striking. They have white hairs on the face, sides of thorax and
base of abdomen

All photos (c) Steven Falk

SPRING GARDEN BEES
Red Mason Bee

Osmia bicornis

Females... are a large, robust mason bee with a brown-haired thorax, orange-haired abdomen
and a black-haired head. The face has a pair of long incurved 'horns' below the antennae
Males.. are slimmer with much longer antennae and a whitish-haired face. Their abdomen pile
can be very bright orange

Buff-tailed bumblebee

Tree bumblebee

Bombus terrestris

Bombus hypnorum

(c)

Very distinctive with an orange-brown
thorax, black abdomen and white tail

Garden bumblebee
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Very large queen with narrow brown collar,
orange band across tergite 2 and buff tail

Bombus hortorum

Bright yellow collar and midriff band and a white tail. Very long face.

All photos (c) Steven Falk

SPRING GARDEN BEES
Common Carder bumblebee
Bombus pascuorum

Top of thorax is ginger and darkened
centrally. The abdomen has a mix of
cream + black hairs but is highly variable
and can be extensively dark or pale haired

Early bumblebee
Bombus pratorum

White-tailed bumblebee
Bombus lucorum

Large queen with a bright orange-yellow
collar, broad yellow band on tergite 2 and
a pure white tail. Very similar to Bombus
cryptarum and magnus and often
recorded together with these as a single
unit - 'Bombus lucorum agg'

Red-tailed bumblebee
Bombus lapidarius

(c)

Queens have a bright yellow collar, yellow
band across tergite 2 and reddish-orange
tail. Workers resemble small queens but
the band on tergite 2 is weak or missing
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Large queen, jet black with a red tail.
Pollen baskets and hind legs are fringed
with black hairs

Still unsure? Try these other sources of bee information
Steven Falk's Flickr:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/72157631518508520/
BWARS:
https://www.bwars.com/category/taxonomic-hierarchy/bee
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